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^ Siwr/ ACCOUNT gf the People calls 
(Quakers, their Rife , Religious Principle 
and Settlement in America, W0/?/y colleclel 
from divers Authors, for the Information cf 
all ferious Inquirers , particularly For eigne n. 


T HESE People were firft diftinguiihejd 
by the Name of Quakers in England, 
about the middle of the lalt century. George 
Eox was the principal Inftrument of gather¬ 
ing them into a religious fociety. His out¬ 
ward employment, while young, was chief^ 
in the care of Iheep, and from his infancy 
being of a grave, folid, obferving turn «f 
mind, was early reftrained from the folliis 
incident to youth; folicitous, above al 
things, to obtain the favour of God, ard 
to avoid every thing which either the Scrib" 
tures or the inward principle of Divire 
* Grace taught him to believe was oflfenfive 
to him; though in fo doing many corrujt 
pra&ices, which cuftom had‘familiarized t> 
the Profeftbrs of Chriftianity, prefentef 
themfelves as obftacles in his way, which 
dor a time occafioned him much anxiety, 
left his own particular profpeft Ihould mil- 
lead him; but as he retained an inflexible 
integrity, he gained experience by the things 
that he fuffered, and as his underftandin 
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was gradually illuminated, he received fatis- 
faftion in the many doubts he had long 
painfully laboured under. In the Year 1647, 
and 23d of his age, he travelled through 
feveral counties of England, feeking out 
fuch as, in religious tendernefs, were inquir¬ 
ing after the way of life and falvation: thefe 
he taught both by precept and example the 
benefit of retiring into filence, and inftrudt- 
ed them to ceafe from all felf-performances,. 
to turn to the light of Chrift in their own 
hearts, and wait to feel the inftru&ions of 
his Spirit there, that their knowledge, wor- 
fhip and religious fervices, might not (land 
in the will of man, but in “ the power of 
“ an endlefs life. 5 ’ 

In this fervice of love he continued fome 
years, and his labours were fo blelfe-d, that 
great numbers were convinced by his Mini- 
flry and that of others who were gathered 
into the fame inward divine Principle, who 
at firfl were called Children of the Light. 
But the power and reverential awe attending 
them fo affe&ed their minds, and thofe of 
the pioufly difpofed people to whom they 
miniftered, as often to caufe them to trem¬ 
ble before the Divine Majefly, under an 
abafing fenfe of their own unworthinefs, 
whence they -were in derifion called Quakers - y 
ys^whicli name they have fince been moll gene- 
—rally known by in the worldtho’ from 
their mutual love and patient fuffering of in¬ 
juries, which they held ought ever to mark 

the 
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the Followers of Chrift, they (tiled them- 
felves Friends , or tire Friends of Truth. 
Thus it was, that a man without any world¬ 
ly advantages of ftation or literature, mere¬ 
ly by a continued attention to the guidance 
of that Divine Light, which he bore teftimo- 
ny to in the energy and power of his miniftry, 
the convincing plainnefs and clearnefs of his 
do&rine, and the correfpondent fandity of 
his life, became an inftrument in the Lord’s 
hand, to colled'from all profeftions and moft 
ranks, great numbers of pioufly difpofed 
people, who were at length embodied into a 
religious fociety, governed by one of the 
bed fyftems of Chriftian Difcipline that hif- 
tory affords any account of. 

Thefe converts to the Light of Chrift in 
the Soul of Man, were diftinguifhable for a 
grave, fedate deportment; lingular upright- 
nefs in their dealings; punctuality in the 
performance of their promifes; a fparingnefs 
in difcourfe; great temperance and frugality 
at their tables; and plainnefs and fimplicity 
in their drefs and behaviour. They declined 
fervile and fantaftical geftures, compliments 
and other cuftomary forms of falutation, 
fuch as putting off the hat, fcraping the 
foot, bending the knee, drinking healths, 
&c. efteeming them to be violations of that 
fincerity and ferioufnefs which becomes. 
Chriftians; yet confidered it their duty to 
treat all men with gentlenefs and refped. 
Making ufe of the fingular number (Thou) 

as 
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as mod proper aftd confident with Scripture 
and the moft approved ancient writers, 
avoiding the cuftomary ufe of the plural 
'fTouJ when fpeaking to a fmgle perfon, 
with fuch other flattering titles of addrefs as 
ferveto feed the pride of the human heart, 
accounting them both contrary to the fimpli- 
city of the gofpel, and inconfiftent with 
truth. They difufed fuch names of the 
months or days of the week as were derived 
from the gods of the heathen, believing that 
under the gofpel difpenfation thofe prophe¬ 
cies were to be fulfilled, by which the Lord 
declared, he •would fo effectually take away the 
name of Baalim from his people , that they 
ffould no more be remembered , by their, names. 
* They maintained that as the end of true 
religion is to redeem the minds of mankind 
• from the fpirit of the world, and bring them 
to an inward communion with God, that 
therefore the purfuit of worldly fafhions, all 
diverfrons, fuch as gaining, dancing, ftage 
playing and other amufements of the fame 
baneful tendency, are to be refrained from, 
as evidently tending to raife the human mind, 
which is prone to vanity, above the preferving 
fear of God, and to weaken its defires after 
thofe effufions of his love and goodnefs, 
wherewith it ought to feek daily to be lea¬ 
vened. For according to fcripture teftimony 
$nd the correfpondent evidences of Gofpel 
A 2 Light,., 
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Light in their own hearts, they found, that 
while men’s affections are engroffed by the 
pleafures and delights of this world, they 
are dead to a fenfe of the Divine Life in 
them; the abfolute neceffity. of regeneration 
and the power by which this great work is 
effe&ed, are both included in that doCtrine 
of the apoftle, If ye live after the flefh ye 
Jhall die; but if ye thro 1 the Spirit do mortify 
the deeds of the body , ye jhall live: For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God they are 
the Sons of God . * 

It was about thirty years after the firft ap¬ 
pearance of the Quakers in England, that 
many of them fettled in America. In the 
/ear 1681, the province of Pennfylvania 
being granted to William Penn, he removed 
thither with a confiderable number of his 
friends, moftly of the people called Quakers. 
It is worthy of fpecial notice, that moft of 
the fettlements in America were made with 
little regard to any prior title in the natives ; 
but William Penn did not think his permiiE- 
on to colonize the trad of land granted to 
him by king Charles II. a fufficient title to 
the country; but affembled the Sachems or 
Princes, and obtained their confent to fettle 
upon the extent of land that he wanted* 
When it became neceffary to extend the fet- 
tlement, new lands were purchafed from the 
original poffeffors, which dtabiilhed fo much 

love 
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love and confidence-in them towards William 
Penn and the firlt fettlers of Pennfylvania, 
that his and their jiames were, and ftiil con¬ 
tinue to be, revered amongft them. 

Such a toleration and liberty of confciencc 
was eftabliflied in Pennfylvania, as promoted 
and maintained a true fenfe of religion, 
which penal laws have ever failed of effect¬ 
ing ; hypocrify and profanenefs w'ere dif- 
couraged, and thofe Ecclefialtical Eltablilh- 
ments which tend to deprive men of their 
religious and civil rights avoided. William 
Penn granted a general toleration to all who 
profeffed to believe in one Supreme Almigh¬ 
ty Being; and allowed the different feCts of 
Chriftians to hold offices, and to enjoy the 
highelt polls in the Hate;- as by the Charter 
of Privileges, dated 28th October 1701, 
is exprefsly provided, v.iz, 44 Becaufe no 
44 people can be truly happy though under 
“ the greateft enjoyment of Civil Liberties, 
44 if abridged of the freedom of their Con- 
44 fciences, as to their religious profeffion 
<4 and worlhip; and almighty God being the 
44 only Lord of confcience, father of lights 
• s and fpirits, and the author as well as ob- 
44 jeCt, of all divine knowledge, faith and 
44 worlhip, whp only doth enlighten the 
4,4 minds and perfuade and convince the un- 
44 derftandings of people: I do hereby grant 
44 and declare that no perfon or perfons in- 
44 habiting in this Province or Territories, 
V who lhau confefs and acknowledge one 
44 almighty 
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64 : almighty God, the creator, upholder and 
“ ruler of the world, and profefs him of 
“ themfelves obliged to live quietly under 
44 the civil government, fliall be m any cafe 
“ moiefted or prejudiced in his or their 
44 perfon or eftate, becaufe of his or their 
44 conscientious perfuafion or practice j nor 
“ be compelled to frequent or maintain any 
“ religious worlhip, place or mini ft ry con- 
44 trary to his or their mind; or to do, or 
“ fuffer any other act or thing contrary to 
46 their religious perfuafion* And that all 

perfons who alfo profefs tobelie-ve in Jefus 
“ Chrift, the Saviour of the world, fliall be 
44 capable (notwithftandirig their other per- 
44 fuafions and practices in point of con- 
4 *‘ fcience and religion) to ferve this goverii- 
44 merit in any capacity, both legislatively 
44 and executively*” 

And iii order to guard, as much as was in 
his power againft the inftabmty of future 
human councils, fW^am Penn provided, in 
the moft folemn manner, in the laft para¬ 
graph of his charter, that this moft effential 
Liberty and Privilege ftiould be preferred 
inviolate, in the following memorable con- 
clufion of it, viz. 44 But becaufe the happr- 
44 nefs of mankind depends fo much upon 
“■ the enjoying of liberty of their corifciences 
44 as aforefaid, I do hereby folemnly de- 
r ‘ clare, promife and grant for me, my heirs 
ei and affigns, that the firft article of this 
“ charter^ relating to -Liberty of Gonfcience, 

C4 -ai*d 
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“ atod every part and claufe therein, accord- 
44 ing to the true intent and meaning there- 
44 of, fhall be kept and remain, without any 
44 alteration^.inviolably for ever. And laft- 
44 ly I the Laid William Penn, proprietary 
44 and governor of the province of Pennfyl- 
44 vania and Territories thereunto belong- 
44r ing, for myfelf, my heirs and affigns have 
44 folemnly declared, granted and confirm- 
44 ed, and do hereby folemnly declare, 
44 grant and confirm, that neither I, my 
w heirs or affigns, fhall procure or do, any 
44 thing or things, whereby the liberties in 
44 this charter contained, and expreffed, nor 
44 any part thereof, fhall be infringed or 
44 broken ; and if any thing fhall be pro- 
44 cured or done by any perfon or perfons 
44 contrary to thefe prefents, it fhall be held 
44 of no force or effect.” 

This general Liberty of Conference was 
the natural effect of the divine principle of 
light and truth profeffed by the Quakers, 
who hold none excluded from the favour of 
God on account of their different religious 
perfuafion, provided it be founded on the 
fear of God and love to mankind. A go¬ 
vernment eftablifhed upon fo liberal and ex- 
tenfive a plan, was an encouragement to 
great numbers of different perfuafions ' to 
emigrate from various countries, where ma¬ 
ny .had fuffered for their non conformity to 
ecclefraftical requilitiohs, to fettle under a 
-conftitutfon, the bafis of-which was rakgious 
\ ^ and 
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and civil liberty, to which wife provifion the 
rapid fettlenient and improvement of the 
Province has, by the bleifmg of Providence, 
been principally owing. It is a fituation of 
fociety beautiful in profpect, and happy in 
the enjoyment, when men mutually give 
and receive liberty to live, with equality 
and affection ; if not as belonging to the 
fame vifible church, yet to the fame frater¬ 
nity of mankind; agreeable to our bleifed 
Saviour’s do&rine, One h your majler , and 
all ye are brethren. * The changes which 
for a number of years paft, have gradually 
prevailed in this once peaceful land, princi¬ 
pally owing to the great acceflion of people 
of different difpofitions from the firfl fettlers, 
the views of many of whom having been to 
amafs wealth and aggrandize themfelves, 
has very much reverfed the fyftem of happi- 
nefs fo long and fuccefsfully purfued: hence 
the friendly difpofition of the Indiaiis, xon- 
fpicuous for a long courfe of years, in fa¬ 
vour of the inhabitants, has been fo chang¬ 
ed, that Pennfylvania, after enjoying an 
uninterrupted peace of more than fixty' 
' years, has, in common with the other 
colonies, fuffered feverely from the incur- 
fions of the natives. 


Their. 
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Their DOCTRINES. 


Ehe Universality of the Grace , of GOD and 
its faving Effects. 

T HE Do&rine they principally hold is, 

' that there is one God, almighty, holy, 

J pure and eternal; who of his infinite love 
,« has offered falvation, through Jefus Chriff 
? his fon, who fhould tajle death for every 
man: * Wh9 will .have all men to be faved , 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth: f 
That a gift of faving Light and Grace hath 
appeared to all men ; teaching us , that denying 
ungodliriefsy and worldly lujls , we Jhould live 
foberly , righteoufly , and godly , in this prefent 
world. J That this light is Chriff, the true 
Light which lighteth every man that cometh ’ 
into the world. § 

The Divine Principle of redeeming power 
which under the difpenfation of the law was 
pointed to in types and ceremonies is by the 
gofpel revealed to be Ohrijl in you (faith the 
• apoftle) the hope of glory , || that is agreeable 
' to the promife made to the* fathers, that all . 
fhall know him (i. e. the Lord) from the leajl 
' of them to the greateft. *[ 

The- 

* Heb. ii. 9. t 1 Tim. ii. 4. ± Titus ii. 12. 

§ John i. 9. j] Col. i. 27. _ . . f 

Jer. xxxi. 33. I will pnt my Law in their m- , 
'ward parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be 
tljfir God and .they (hall be my people. 
































kX'jjcGod, and their eternal Salvation. Hence 

the Quakers hold it as a fundamental doc- § ^ 
^ !Ly tr i ne J ^ iat w hofoever will carefully and 
kj^jj^ericmfly turn ^ nt0 himfelf, with a fincere* 
^^defire-to know and pra&ife his duty, will^j^* 
^ not fail -to find there a fufficient director, * 
ray from the fountain of light, illuminating cO 
^his undemanding and affixing him to di'ftin- 
j^guifli good from evil. As faith the prophet, 

hath Jhewed thee 0 man, what is good *. v 
ttnd what doth the Lord require of thee ; but \ | 
t° doiu/llv. and to love mercy , and to walk S' 5N 
\ftnhhf with thy God . They" are perfuaded \ T 
hat as many as refSf not this fight, in what | 

® ?ver part of the world they five, or of what 4 ^ 
node of religious profellion they may be,\*f 
t producefh hcrlinefs, righteoufnefs, purity w v 
I Gt her fruits acceptable to God, agreea- >T r 

6 t0 the declaration made by the apoftle 

after he had been at. the houfe of ^ 
j Cornelius, « of a truth I perceive that God 
5 is ?o refpefter of perfons; but in every X 

5 j^‘k*' nat i°n, he that feareth him, a nd-tvo r keth k 
|| ri ghteoufnefs , is accepted wltTfnHT^ & * 


K ?w ; ° 1 * Mich. vi. 8. : • i 

k j\ f Afts x. 34,' 35. Yet fhall not thy teachers be re -) 
J Jj naoved into a corner any more, but thine eyes fliall) 
> f & ^hy teachers; and thine ears ihaU hear a word be- \ 
A| 5 *M nd thee faying, This is the way, walk ye in it,) 
i < ^when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn 
to the left. Ifa. xxx, 20. 21. *\ 

^ f 1 * 1 - jOfd — 










"They elteem the fcriptuxes of the old ami 
new teftament above all other writings, be¬ 
lieving them to be given by Divine Infpira- 
tion, as a rule of faith and pra&ice, in fub- 
ordination to the light and Spirit of, God, 
which is the primary rule-^-that much de- 
pends on the fcriptures being judged of un- 
. 4 er the influence of the flame Divine Spirit 
Which gave them fprth; that otherwife, in 
the hands of men actuated by their corrupt 
propenlities, they may and have been ufed 
ras a pretext for doing many things abhor¬ 
rent to the nature and fpirit of the gospel. 

* Witnefs thole terrible perfections which a 
falfe aeal, joined to a wrong conft?u&ipn of 
the fcripture, have occafioned. They de¬ 
cline to call them the Word of God a as be¬ 
ing a denomination properly attributed to 
Chrift alone ; and they are the more fcrupu- 
- lous in this refpe£t, becaufe people are apt 
to be hereby led to think that if they have 
the fcriptures, they - { nve all that is necdfary 
to fajvatiqn, an 4 no further Word 

or Ligl^t. 

On WAR. 

T HE Quakers abfolutely declare againfl: 

being concerned in the deftru&ion of 
their fellow men, who equally with them- 
felves are the objects of faving grace ; hence 
they can take no part in war, being A per- 
^aded i ajl wars fta 1 ^ in oppohtiqn to 
•' the 
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(Suffered, and died, to deftroy that enmity 
which, thro* fin, had prevailed over the 
whole human race, and to reftore unto 
fallen man the firft life of purity^ and love; 
leaving us , faith the apoftle, an 'example that 
ye Jhould follow Ms Jleps. * They believe 
the wars mentioned in the old Teftament 
afford no argument for its continuance 
under the gofpel, which is declared to be 
the bringing in of a better hope, by the which 
we draw nigh unto God , f a difpenfation of 
peculiar love and mercy to mankind, which 
our Saviour himfelf diftinguifhes from the 
former difpenfation, when he fays: Te have 
beared that it hath been faid , An eye for an 
eye , and a tooth for a tooth; but I fay unto 
you , ‘That ye refjl not evil; again Te have 
beared that it hath been faid> Thou fhalt love 
thy neighbour , and hale thine enemy: but l 
fay unto you , Lave your enemies , blefs them 
that curfe you , do good to them that hate you , 
and pray for them which defpitefully ufe you 
and■ perfecute you , that ye may be the children 
if your father which is in heaven. J, 

Agreeable to this is the teftimony of 
mod, if not all the ancient fathers, § and 
faithful chriftians of the firft three hundred 
years after Chrift, as their writings clearly 
fhew, wherein they declare that the prophe¬ 
cies 

* i Pet. ii. 21. -j'-Heb. vii. 19. 
t Matt v. 38, 39, 43. 44» 45 - 
* § Jus. Martyr, Tertu. Ambrofe, Chrys, Hierassu 

.Adun. Cyril]. Alex. .&c. 
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•ties of Ifaiah and Micah, * relating to the 
eftablifhment of the peaceable reign of the 
-Meffiah, as well as the declaration made by 
the Angels at the birth of Ghrift, of Peace 
on Earth, good will towards men, f was veri¬ 
fied in the experience of the faithful in their 
days. 

The infpired Apoflle defcribes the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit to be love, joy, peace 
Iong-foffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith , 
meeknefs, temperance, £ fio that thefe impor¬ 
tant truths experienced by holy men of ear¬ 
ly and latter ages, manifest that this doctrine 
and firm perfuafion of the Quakers is not 
aew; and it mull be allowed, that eflential 
fervice may arife from their holding up the 
efficacy of this divine principle;, which leads 
"to overcome evil with good, § to a world 
diflrafted with wrath, .covetoufnefs and 
pride; nor fhould it appear ftrange that the 
doctrine of the crofs of Chrift is myfteriou's 
to the carnal wifdom of man, it was to the 
Jews a Jlumbling block, and to the Greeks 
foolifhnefs ; but unto them which are called , 
faith the apoftle, it is the Power of God and 
the Wtfdom of God. || 


* Tfah ii . 4. Mich. iv. 3. They fhall beat &eir- 
fwords into plow-fhares and their {pears into prun¬ 
ing-hooks: Nation (hall not lift up {'word agapift na¬ 
tion—neither {hall they learn war any moEfcp 
f Luke ii J4. Gal. v. 22, 23. 

_§ Rom. xii. 21. J[ 1 Cor. i. 2^,, 


And however th'reatning the maintenance 
of this peaceable teftimony may appear, of 
’bringing deep fuffering -upon thofe who are 
'faithful therein; yet they believe that Ghrift, 
the bleflfed Shepherd ol his flock, will ever 
Uphold thofe who faithfully follow him, in 
the meek, forgiving, fuffering fpirit. They 
•cannot confider vi&ories obtained by the 
deftru&ion of men, as occafions of rejoic¬ 
ings much lefis as fubje&s of thankfgiving 
to a God of love, of -peace and goodnefs, * 
the creator of mankind-; but regard them 
as occafions of lamentation and mourning, 
and that both on account of thofe who, 
inflamed with rage, and defiled with blood, 
are precipitated into an awful eternity, and 
thofe iyho are left to fliare and deplore the 
defections of war-; alfo in the ce-nfideratioo, 
that the underftanding of any, who bear 
-the chriftiap name, fhould be fo exceedingly 
-blind to the nature of the gofpel, as to 
imagine its Divine Author, who declares 
He came not to dejiroy mens lives; but to 
Jave them , f can look, with favour on fuch 
addrefles, as arife from a conduct totally 
repugnant to the great end of his coming. 

Qf 

* r John iv. 16, God is love; and he that dweBeth 
in loVe, dwelleth in God and God in-him. 

f ix. 5 6 . 
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v Of WORSHIP, 

T HEY look upon Divine Worship to 
be the moft foleinn a£t the mind of 
man is capable of being engaged in, and in 
confideration of the -high and inconceivable 
•majefty of almighty God, think it their du¬ 
ty to approach him with the greateft reve¬ 
rence. They affert that the -true worlhip of 
'God is in Spirit and in Truth, not limited 
to any place or time, agreeable to our 
Lord’s declaration to the woman of Sama¬ 
ria; * but is to be performed through the 
operation of the Spirit of Jefus Chrilt our 
Lord, who regards the prayer of the hum¬ 
ble and contrite, that in fincerity feek him, 
and has declared, where two or three are 
gathered together in my Na?ne, there am. I 
in the midji of them; -j- to revive the fpirit 
-of the humble and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones. -J 

They acknowledge -no prieftly office to 
•fubfift under the gofpel difpenfation, in -any 
other fenfe than as every fincere chriftian 
,Biay be called -a pried as he offers up to God 
the facrifice of praife and thankfgiviiig, 
from a pnre -and contrite heart, in which 

■refpedf 

* The liotir cometh and now h, when 'the true 
v woi‘(hippers fhall worlhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth: for the Father feeketh fach tq worlhip him, 
John iv. 23. 

4 - Matt, xviii, 20. '% Ifa*Tvfi. 
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reTpe£l the ago Ale calls all chriftiaTis a' royal 
priefthood to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices—an 
holy nation, a peculiar people. * 

They apprehend it their duty to be dili¬ 
gent in affembling themfelves together for 
the public worfhip of almighty God, when 
fuch as are duly prepared by being gathered 
into a compofed awful frame of mlhd, are 
enabled under the influence of divine grace 
to worfhip, in Solemn Silence, during the- 
whole time of the-meeting, or if moved 
thereto, to pray or preach (i. e. prophecy) 
as the Spirit giveth them utterance; agree¬ 
able to the practice of the primitive church, 
'Without diftin&ion of quality or fex; every 
ohe who is of a fober life and approved 
■eonverfation, if divinely called or moved 
thereto, is permitted to Speak in their aflem- 
blies, and as fuch peffevere therein, to the 
■fatisfa&ion of the congregration, they are 
recommended as gofpel minifters. They 
■fay', that as well at meals as on all other 
occafions, a feiife of gratitude Should be 
lived in for the bleffing, preservation, and 
Support we daily receive, particularly look¬ 
ing up to God and waiting to feel the moti¬ 
on of his Spirit to animate to mental prayer. 
Without which all vocal expreffion is insuffi¬ 
cient. 

They think men ought ho be very careful in 
their pretenfions to the aiinifterial gifts, k 
• /being 
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being very prefumptuous and dangerous in 
any to take upon them that high office with¬ 
out being divinely called thereto, and that 
no man has a fufficient ground to think he 
is called to the miniftry by the Holy Ghoft, 
without a clear putting forth of the Spirit in 
his' heart, from a fenfe of duty to God, and 
a feeling, prefling, difmterefted love to the 
brethren, to the fatisfadtion of the congrega-- 
tion or meeting he belongs to. This to 
them appears to comprehend the fubftance 
of the primitive ordination in the apoftolic 
age. To fettle falaries and penfions for the 
maintenance of the ordained preachers, who 
afterwards exadt them as a debt, they look 
upon as a dilhonour to the miniftry of the 
gofpel, degrading it to a worldly traffic: 
That agreeable to our Saviour’s poflitive 
command. Having freely received they ought 
freely t-o give, * The apoftle Paul declared, 
1 hat Ms own bands had minijlered unto bis 
necejjities. f ' 

As the Quakers hold it a fundamental 
dodtrine, That it is the Spirit that giveth 
life , | That God hath made foolifh the wifdom 
of this world , § they cannot efteem human 
learning to be a necefiary qualification to the 
miniftry, the apoftle declares to the belie¬ 
vers, That not many wife men after the flejh , 
not many mighty , not many noble are called , 

but 

* Matt. x. 8. fArtsxx. 34. 

$ 2 Cor, iii, 6. § 1 Cor. i. zo«. 
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bul God hath chofen the foolijh things, and tlx: 
*weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty; yea and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are , 
that no flejh Jhould glory in his prefence. And 
my fpeech and my preaching was not with en- 
ticeing words of man’s wijtdom, but in demon- 
Jlration of fpirit and power; that your faith 
Jhoidd not Jl and in the wifdom of men; but 
in the power of God. * 

For the fame reafon they utterly difclaim 
that divinity, faUely fo called, taught in the 
fchools, and thofe degrees. conferred in 
Academies; the nature of which, they look 
upon, tends to puff up the vain mind in 
•eftimation of its own importance, to affume 
lordfhip and to feek honour one from ano¬ 
ther, in oppofition to the advice of our Sa¬ 
viour to his difciples, Not to be called Rabbi; 
but direfts to a brotherly equality among 
his difciples, One is your Mq/ler , even Ghrijl, 
and all ye are brethren, -j- They alio refufe 
to pay tythes or to contribute to the fupport 
of a hireling miniftry, looking upon the for¬ 
cible demand of the clergy of all denomina¬ 
tions, who claim a maintenance by laws, to 
be an ufurpation, not in the leaft warranted 
by, but contrary to fcripture, under the 
gofpel which they are in conference obliged 
to withftand. 

They affert that amongft the many mif- 
itaken pra&ices which have been introduced, 

and 

** 1 Cor-.i, 26.-11. 4, f Matt. xxiii.-8. 
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and correfpond not with the voice of Chrift 
the only Shepherd, of the Soul, none ap¬ 
pear more oppofed to the meek, and hum¬ 
ble, felf-denying ftate of the gofpel, than 
the practice of thofe Who teach for hire and 
divine for money , # who are generally ready 
to prepare war againjl thofe who put not 
into their Mouths , f and arrogate to them- 
felves, that they, by virtue of their feveral 
ordinations are the only guides and fhep- 
herds of all Chriftians, who are to receive 
the gofpel from their lips, in contradiction 
to the promife made to the believers, That 
all Jhould know the Lord from the leafl tv 
the greatejl. J 

Notwithftandmg the teftimony of the 
Quakers is againft thofe preachers, among 
the different denominations, that labour in 
their own will, who preach for hire and di¬ 
vine for money, yet they refpeft fuch 
among them who are men fearing God and 
hating covetoufnefs, and have engaged in 
that? weighty fenviee from an apprehend on 
of duty, nor do they deny that the Spirit of 
Grace fotnetimes condefcends to co-operate 
with the religious labours of fuch: Never- 
thelefs they cannot dired the fearchers after 
truth to the mini ft ry of any man, but to 
the immediate teaching of the word nigh in 
the heart , even the Spirit of God, which is 
the only infallible teacher, the primary 

adequate 

* Micah iii. 1 I. f Cap* iii,‘ J. $ Heh.-viii, 11. 
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adequate rule of faith and practice, which 
will lead thofe who attend to its dictates into 
the knowledge of truth and righteoufnefs. 

And as there is a general difpenfation of 
Divine Grace, alike to male and female, 
who in fcripture are delared to be all one in 
Chrift, they admit that women have a like 
call to the miniftry as the men, and are 
made equally partakers , of the fame enlarge¬ 
ment of Spirit, peculiar to the gofpel,times; 
as was clearly prophefied by the prophet 
Joel and confirmed by the apoftle Peter, at 
the time of pentecoft, viz. C 1 That God would 
pour out of his Spirit upon all jlejh , and their 
fons and their daughters fhould prophefy — 
and on my fern)ants and on my hand-maids 
will I pour out , in thofe days , of my Spirit , 
and they Jhall prophefy the apoftle Paul, 
nlfo, 'gives directions to both fexes, how 
they are to behave themfelves in their pub- 
lick prayings or prophefying, both which fig- 
nify fpeaking unto men to exhortation and 
comfort. Whence it may be fafely con¬ 
cluded, that the prohibition that apoftle lays 
on a woman’s fpeaking, . of which fuch a 
handle is made to deprive, the church of fo 
great a benefit, was only intended as a 
check to the unwarrantable activity of fome 
women, at that peculiar time, and by no 
means in contradiction to what-himfelf had 
faid in confirmation of the fore-mentioned 
prophefy. 

On 

* A< 3 s ii. 17, 1*8. 
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On BAPTISM and the SUPPER. 

T HE Quakers being convinced that no 
outward practice can give a poffeffion < 
in the kingdom of God, but it is folely the 
renovation of heart called in fcripture the New 
Creature 9 that can juftly entitle us to the 
appellation of children of God , agreeable to 
the apoftle’s doftrine, * That the kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink; but righteoufncfs , 
and peace , and joy in the Holy Ghojl , they 
fee no neceffity lor continuing the ufe of 
water baptifm, and the outward fupper in 
the church,, efteeming thefe to have been 
ufed only as figures pointing to the fubftance, 
and abftractedly confidered of no greater 
avail than Wa/hing the feet , circumcifion or 
any Jewilh rite to the renovation of mind 
we Hand in need of; yet believe there arc 
thofe who ufe thefe figns in uprightnefs, and 
that the Lord, who refpects the difpofition 
of the mind more than any outward circum- 
ftance, condefcends to favour fuch with the 
bleffing of peace: They agree that fome of 
the apoftles ufed water baptifm, in the in¬ 
fant Hate of the churcfo, while the Jewilh 
part of the believers remained under fome 
attachment to the preceeding lhadowy dif- 
penfation of the lav/; but we may obfervethat 
Paul the apoltle of the Gentiles, who was 


* Rom. xiv. i f. 
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not under thofe prejudices fays, That Chri/i 
fent him not to baptize^ but to preach the Gof- 
pel, * and declares the baptizing power of 
the Holy Ghofl to be an efiential means of 
admiilion into the church of Chrift, For , 
‘fays he, by one Spirit are we all baptized in¬ 
to one body , whether we be Jews or Gentiles , 
whether we be bond or free; and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit, j- The 
lame apoflie exprefsly declares, That there 
is one Lord , one Faith , one Baptifm . J And 
the apoflie Peter, That the bqptijm which 
faveth , is not the putting away of the filth 
of the fiejh , but the anfwer of a good con- 
fcience towards God, by the refurrcdion of 
Jefus Chri/i.' § 

Now in this advanced age of the church 
when Chrift is confeffed, by all denomina¬ 
tions of chriflians to be the great Antitype, 
in whom all the figures and fhadows of the 
law are fulfilled, for any to infill on the 
perpetuation of thefe forms, and place their 
dependance thereon for the accomplifhment 
of that work of falvation, which can only 
be wrought by his faving fpirit and power, 
they apprehend is to derogate from his ho¬ 
nour, and tends to flop the feeking mind in 
a dangerous dependance on fomething fhort 
of the true objedl. Thus the water baptifm 
of John was carefully diflinguifhed, by him- 

felf, 

* i Cor. i. 17. f 1 Cor. xii. 13. 

J Eph. iv. j. § 1 Pet. iii. zi. 
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felf, from that of Chrift, by which the puri¬ 
fication of the foul is effected, I indeed^ fays 
he, baptize you with water unto repentance; 
but he that cometh after me is mightier than /, 
whfife jhoes I am not worthy to bear , he fall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghojl and with 
Fire. * Accordingly when in obedience to 
Chrift’s directions, the difciples were affem- 
bled at Jerufalem on \he day ot Pentecofl, 
and then experienced the defeent of this 
baptizing power upon- them, it opened their 
mouths in teftimony to its quickning in¬ 
fluence; and when afterwards, under the 
fame divine qualification, Peter began to 
preach to fome at the houfe of Cornelius, 
he fays. The Holy Ghojl fell on them , as on 
us at the beginning: Then remembered J the 
word of the Lord , how that he faid , John 
indeed baptized with water; but ye Jhall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghojl. f 

The like fpiritual acceptation the Quakers 
give to the Lord’s fuppei\ the outward 
praftice of which they apprehend was only 
t to continue until he came by his fpiritual 
appearance, who is the antitype, ‘fulfilled 
the law and put an end to all the Jewifli 
rites; and that they who experience his 
coming a fecond time, without fin unto fal- 
vation, feel the force and propriety of the 
apoftle’s rebuke, and dare not return to "the 

beggarly 

* Matt. Hi. u. f Atfs xi. ij, 16. 
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beggarly elements , * but defire to feed by 
faith on him who teftified thus of himfelf, 
Whofo ealeth my jlejh and drinketh my blood 
hath eternal life , and I will raife him up at 
the y lajl day; for my flejh is meat indeed , and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that eaietb my 
jlejh and drinketh my blood , dwelleth in me 
and I in him , f which declaration clearly 
points to the comntunication of his divine 
nature, alluded to where he is deferibed 
as {landing at a door, waiting for an en¬ 
trance to blefs the hungry foul with the en¬ 
joyment of it; Behold , / Jland at the door 
and knock , if any man hear my voice and 
open the door , I will come in to him and will 
fup with him , and he with me. j This is the 
holy £uppcr and bleffed communion of faints, 
which the living members of the church 
experience and is ft ill continued to the fol¬ 
lowers of Chrift: So that though they rejett 
the ufe of thofe outward ceremonies, yet 
they are advocates for the true fpiritual bap- 
tifm and the Lord’s fupper, which are thofe 
inward and fpiritual graces to which the 
figures point. 

O N 

* Gal. iv. 8, 9. When you knew not God ye did 
fervice unto them, which by nature are no Gods; 
but now after that ye have known God^or rather are 
known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, whereunto ye defire again to be 
in'bondage. 

+ John vi. 54, 5£, 56. J Rev. iii. 20. 
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On SWEARING. 

T HEY teach a drift regard to Truth 
without fwearing, according to the 
injunction of our blefled Saviour, Swear not 
at all; but let your communication be Tea, 
Tea; Nay, Nay—-for whatfoever is more than 
thefe cometh of evil, * and the exhortation of 
the apoftle James, But above all things my 
brethren fwear not, neither by heaven , neither 
by the earth, neither by ally other oath; but 
let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay; lejl 
ye fall into condemnation, j- apprehending 
that where the mind is under thetye and 
bond of truth, there can be no neceflity for 
oaths and affeverations, which are evidently 
the lead; regarded by thofe who make the 
freed: ufe of them: Yet willing to fubmit to 
; any punifhment for falfe affirming, which 
others are liable to for perjury. And in this 
there is reafon to believe they follow the 
example of the fathers of the five firfl cen¬ 
turies, who' according to Hr. Whitby (in 
his difiert. de fcript. interp. p. 154,) and 
other authors agree, that oaths of all kinds 
were unlawful to chriftians in the firft cen¬ 
turies of the church. 

C 2 O ip 

* Matt. v. §*4: 37. f James v. 12 
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On SLAVERY. I 

T H E Slavery, which during a long * , 

courfe of years has fubfifted in Ame- f, 
rica, promoted by a cruel and criminal^ , 
trade, carried on both from Europe andOy < 
America, for the fixed purpofe of purchafing<T|J\n 
the .African Negroes, in order to fubjeft .^ 
them to a ftate of bondage, being one efj^V ' 
the great evils now prevailing amongft the]^ v 
profefiors of chriftianity, when confidered ^ \ 
in its nature and effects, as well to the' ^ ' 

Negroes, 2 ls to their lordly opprefiors andjj 
their unhappy offspring, hath particularly^^*, 
engaged the attention of this religious focie- | 
ty, who have required all their members to ? ^ 
avoid being, in any refped;, concerned inJi Ny 
the fupport of this infamous traffick; and ^ ^ 


have alfo enjoined all their members who^J 
have any of thefe opprdied people in pof-v? 
fefiion, that they Ihould, without delay, fet 

*1 -* v.u--1 > 


fefiion, that they Ihould, without delay, fet 
them at liberty; and directed that fuch who 3^ 
reftfe^l to comply with this injunction, {hall ^ \ 
be confidered as no longer in fellowlhip with * ^ 
them, and to have renounced their right of | ^ 
memberfliip. And having alfo obferved the c 
many difadvantages thefe affiitted people c 
labour under in point of education and ^ 
otherwife, a tender care has taken place to 
promote their inftruftion in fchool learning, j 
and alfo their religious and temporal wel-^ 
fare, in order to qualify them for becoming 
reputable members of fociety.'?^ 


c mr DISCIPLINE and 0 ECO NO ML. 


TJ Eligious Society, in its fimpleft form, 
X\ h ein g an agreement of its members to 
^ watch over each other for good, as in this 
\ lapfed ftate of exiftence, we are fubjeft to 
^ many weaknetfes and ftand in need of the 
care and counfel one of another; hence dif- 
cipline, for the well government of fuch a 
. * fociety becomes neceffary. Thus where a 
number of this people are fettled in a 
\ sj neighbourhood, and belong to one eftablifh- 
4^ed meeting for worfhip, if any individual 
£ falls into indigent circumftances, when fuch 
^ | cafe becomes known, relief is adminiftered; 
xf or if any member walk diforderly, or a 
| report is fpread to his difadvantage, that 
_ ^ perfon of the fociety who firft obferves or 
hears thereof, is enjoined privately to 
$ admonifh him, carefully avoiding a difclo- 
| fure of the matter to a third perfon, until 
^ repeated trials to reclaim him prove in- 
o effectual. He is then to take a judicious 
perfon with him, and if their united en- 
deavours prove alfo fruitlefs, his cafe is 
“-‘fc made known to the overfeers, of which 
vj there are generally one or more in each 
\| particular meeting; whofe b.ufinefs it is to 
fee that the order and. rules of the .fociety 
are obferved, and who after vifiting the 
4 offender, and finding him irreclaimable, firft 
apprize him of their intention, and then lay 
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his cafe before the elders, overfeers and 
other members of the meeting he belongs 
to, where if none are inclined to vifit him 
again, dt is carried forward to the monthly 
meeting, which is a meeting generally made 
up of the, members of feveral fuch particular 
meetings as lie contiguous to it j here a 
committee is commonly deputed to ufe fur¬ 
ther endeavours to convince and regain the 
offender j but if after repeatedly vifiting and 
waiting upon him a proper time, ho fign of 
amendment is reported, that meeting pro r 
ceeds to teftify its difapprobation of his con¬ 
duct, and that he has thereby excluded 
himfelf from a right of memberfhip in the 
, fociety. This teftification it is ufual to de¬ 
liver him a copy of, and inform him of Tiis 
right of appeal from their judgment, to the 
quarterly meeting, which confifts of the 
members who conftitute the monthly meet¬ 
ings within each county; and from the 
quarterly meeting appeals alfo lie to the 
yearly meeting, which is a colle&ion of all 
the quarterly meetings j here appeal? are 
finally determined, rules for the government 
of the fociety are agreed on; with fuch ad¬ 
vices as from time to time appear neceffary. 


<i4/fusa.et?//Toi 

The^Quakers gofufa l to unite in any thing 
of a warlike nature,* which proceeds from a 
eonvi&ion that every meafure w*hich tends 
to the definition of mankind is inconfiflent 

with 
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with the nature of the Gofpel; their refuting 
to join in publick rejoicing for fucceffes 
obtained in war ; their denying to fwear in 
any cafe; to pay tythes, or to contribute to 
the fupport of the national miniftry; as well 
as their nonconformity to the common 
modes of addrefs, &c. have fubje&ed them 
to much obloquy and many grievious^buffer¬ 
ings, which neverthelefs have been much 
mitigated by the indulgence different go¬ 
vernments have extended to them, convinc¬ 
ed by their patient fufferings, that their 
profeffion of confcientious fcruples were fin- 
cere, and that nothing dangerous to civil 
fociety could be apprehended from a people 
who utterly difclaimed the ufe of arms, or 
of being in any wife concerned in foment¬ 
ing divifions or civil commotions, and who 
think it their duty to contribute their endea¬ 
vours for the peace and welfare of every 
country where their lots are call, and are 
willing chearfully to comply with every juft 
requifition, for the fupport of the civil order 
of government, not inconfiftent with what 
they apprehend is their duty to God. They 
are careful to minifter to the neceffities of 
thofe among them whofe circumftances call 
for relief, not* fuffering any of their mem¬ 
bers to become a publick charge# They 
moreover chearfully pay their equal affefl- 
ment with others, for the fupport of the 
general poor./ Nor have any other people 
manifefted a greater defire and willingnefs 

to 
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to promote the welfare of civil fociety, by 
their liberality in contributing to the relief 
of the poor, and in attention to the care of 
them ; and in the management of thofe 
inftitutions which have been eftablifhed for 
the benefit of the community at large : For 
a confiderable number of years many of 
them were concerned with others in the 
legiilative and executive part of civil go¬ 
vernment, wherein they manifefted a firm 
attachment to the conftitutional rights of the 
people; but .as acting in thefe ftations was 
attended with fnares and temptations, it was 
the concern of their yearly-meeting to excite 
fuch to a watchful care againft deviating 
from their chriflian, peaceable principles; 
and at length as the inhabitants became 
numerous, by emigrations, from Europe and 
othexwife, and the holding public offices 
was attended with greater difficulty, fervices 
being required which interfered more im¬ 
mediately with their religious principles, the 
yearly meeting advifed their members to 
withdraw therefrom, perceiving that the 
fee-king-or accepting of offices in legiflation 
or magiftracy was dangerous, and frequent¬ 
ly injurious to the individuals in a religious 
fenfe; more efpecially when fought for and 
accepted for the fake of the profits, emolu¬ 
ments and worldly honours annexed to 
them, tending to debafe the mind to the 
odious bondage of ambition and avarice. 


If 
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If upon obferving the conduct of many 
who profefs themfelves members of this re¬ 
ligious fociety, any fhould be offended at 
the great deviation, which appears in the 
practice of fuch from their principles as fet 
forth in the foregoing account, they are de¬ 
fied to confider the frailty and corruption 
of the human heart in its fallen-flate; its 
natural biafs and attachment to the world, 
to its delights, its friendlhip and honours, 
and remember how repugnant thefe propen- 
fities are to the precepts and felf-denying 
example left us by our Lord; that the necef- 
fary change of heart which the gofpel pro- 
pofes, is not gained by birth, but muff be 
purchafed by fubmiffion to, and an humble 
abiding under the crofs of Chrift. * When 
this is duly weighed, it will not appear 
ftrange if the inftances of defection are ma- 
-ny; it was early the cafe amongft the be¬ 
lievers in the primitive ages of ch'riftianity, 
when they grew numerous, and hath been 
the cafe in all religious-focieties fince that 
time. Neverthelefs it is great caufe of en¬ 
couragement to the upright enquirer, that a 
large number of thofe people are mercifully 
preserved, in an eminent degree faithful to 
their firft principles and do&rine, and up¬ 
right in their life and converfation, who are 

living 

# Matt. xvi. 24. Then faid Jefus unto his difci- 
ples, If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himfelf, and take up his crofs and follow me. 
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living monuments of the efficacy and allfuffi- 
cient grace of God, as witneiTes for him 
and for his truth and righteoufnefs on earth. 

They who are defirous of more full in¬ 
formation refpe&ing the doctrine and prin¬ 
ciples of this people, are referred to the 
writings of Robert Barclay, William Penn, 
George Whitehead, and others, by whom 
they are fully fet forth, as alfo of late 
times by Jofeph Phipps. 


THE END. 



Notes on the Slave Trade y &c. 

I T may not be necefiary to repeat what 
has been fo fully declared in feveral 
modern publications, of the inconfiflence of 
flavery with every right of mankind, with 
every feeling of humanity, and every pre¬ 
cept of Chrillianity; nor to point out its in- 
confidency with the welfare, peace and pro- 
fperity of every country, in proportion as 
it prevails; what grievious fufferings it brings 
on the poor Negroes; but more efpecially 
what a train of fatal vices it produces in 
their lordly oppreffors and their unhappy 
offspring. Neverthelefs for the fake of fome 
who have not met with, or fully confidered 
thofe former publications, and in hopes that 
fome who are dill adtive in fupport of flave-^ 
ry, may be induced to confider their ways, 
and become more wife, the following fub- 
ftance of an add refs or expodulation made 
by a fenfible Author, to the feveral ranks of. 
perfons mod immediately concerned in the 
trade, is now republifhed. 

“ And, fird, to the captains employed in 
this trade. Mod of you know the country 
of Guinea, perhaps now by your means, part 
of it is become a dreary uncultivated wilder- 
nefs; the inhabitants being murdered or car¬ 
ried away, fo that there are few left to till 
the ground; but you know, or have heard, 
how populous, how fruitful, how pleafant 
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*' it was a few years ago. You know the peo- 
pie were not ftupid, not wanting in fenfe, 
confidering the few means of improvement 
they enjoyed. Neither did you find them 
favage, treacherous, or unkind to Grangers. 
On the contrary they were in moft parts a 
|enfible and ingenious people; kind and 
friendly, and generally juft in their dealings. 
Such are the men whom you hire their own 
countrymen, to tear away from this lovely 
v country; part by Health, part by force, part 
made captives in thofe wars which you raife 
or foment on purpofe. You have feenthem 
torn away, children from their parents, pa¬ 
rents from their children: Hufbands from 
their wives, wives from their beloved huf¬ 
bands; brethren and fillers from each other. 
You have dragged them who had never 
done you any wrong, perhaps in chains, 
from their native Ihore. You have forced 
them into your Ihips, like an herd of fwine, * ** 

them 

* The following Relation is inferted at the rcquejl of the 
Author. 

That I may contribute all in my power towards 
the good of mankind, by infpiring any of its indi* 
viduals with a fuitable abhorence lor that deteftable 
pra&ice of trading in our Fellow Creatures, and 
in fome meafure atone for my negledt of duty as a 

** chriftian, in engaging in that wicked traffic, I offer 
“ to their ferious conlideration, fome few occurrences 
“ of which I was an eye witnefs. That being ftruck 
“ with the wretched and affe&ing fcene, they may 
“ fofter that humane principle, which is the noble 
and diftinguilhed chara&erftic of man.” 


About 
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them who had fouls immortal as your own. 
You have flowed them together as clofe as 
ever they could lie, without any regard 

either to decency or conveniency-And 

when many of' them had been poifoned by 
foul air, or had funk under various hard- 
fhips, you have feen their remains delivered to 
the deep , till the fea jhould give up his dead. 
You have carried the furvivors into the vi- 
lefl flavery, never to end but with life: Such 
flavery as is not found among the Turks 
at Algiers, no, nor among the heathens in 
America. 

May 

About the Year 1749; I failed from Liverpool to 
the coaft of Guinea, lometime after our arrival, I was 
ordered to go up the country a confiderable diftance^, 
upon having notice from one of the Negro Kings, that; 
he had a parcel of Slaves to difpofe of, I received my 
inftruftions and went, carrying with me an account of 
fuch goods we had on board, to exchange for the 
Slaves we intended to purchafe; upon being intro¬ 
duced, I prefented him with a fmall cafe of Spirits, 
a Gun, and fome trifles, which having accepted, and 
underftood by an interpreter what goods we had, the 
next day was appointed for viewing the Slaves; we 
found about two hundred confined in one place. But 
here how fhall I relate the affedting fight I there be¬ 
held, the filent forrow which appeared in the coun¬ 
tenance of the afflified father, and the painful anguifh 
of the tender mother, expedting to be forever feparated 
from their tender offspring; the diftreffed maid wring¬ 
ing her hands in prefage of her future wretchednel's, 
and the general cry of the innocent, from a fearful 
apprehenfion of the perpetual flavery to which they 
were doomed, I purchafed eleven, who I conduced, 
tied two and two, to our (hip. Being but a fmalf 
yeffel .(ninety ton) we foon purchased cur cargo, con¬ 
fiding 
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May I fpeak plainly to you? I mull. Love 
conftrains me: Love to you, as well, as thole 
you are concerned with. Is there a God? You 
know there is. Is he a juft God? Then there 
muft be a ftate of retribution: A ftate where¬ 
in the juft God will reward every man accord¬ 
ing to his work. Then what reward will 
he render to you. O think betimes! before 
you drop into eternity: Think how, “ He (hall 

have judgment without mercy, that ftiew- 
<e ed no mercy.” Are you a man? Then 
you Ihould have a human heart. But have 
you indeed? What is your heart made of? 

Is 

filling of one hundred and feventy Slaves, whom thou 
may’it reader range in thy view, as they uere fhack- 
led two and two together, pent up within the narrow 
confines of the main deck, with the complicated diftrefs 
of ficknefs, chains and contempt; deprived of every 
fond and focial tie and in a great meafure reduced to 
a ftate of deiparation. We had not been a fortnight 
at Sea, before the fatal confequenre of this defpair 
appeared, they formed a defign of recovering their 
natural right, liberty, by raifing and murdering every 
man on board; but the goodnef's of the Almighty ren¬ 
dered their fcheme abortive, and his mercy ipared us 
.to have time to repent: The plot was difeovered ; the 
ringleader tied by the two thumbs over the barricade 
. door, at Sun rife received a number of lafhes. in this 
fiiuation he remain till Sun fet, expofed to the infuhs 
and barbarity of the brutal crew of Sailors with fu 3 
leave to exercife their cruelty at pleafure : The confe- 
quence was, the next morning the miferable fufferer 
was found dead, flead from the Ihoulders to the waift, 
The next viftim was a youth who, from too ftrong a 
fenfe of his mifery refufed'nouriftiment and died dilre- 
garded and unnoticed, till the hogs had fed on part 
ofhisflefh. 
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Is there no fuch principle as companion 
there? Do you never feel another’s pain? 
Have you no fympathy? No fenfe of human 
woe? No pity for the miferable? When you 
faw the flowing eyes, the heaving bread, or 
the bleeding Tides and tortured limbs of 
your fellow-creatures. Was you a done or 
a brute? Did you look upon them with the 
eyes of a tiger? When you fqueezed the 
agonizing creatures down in the fliip, or 
when you threw their poor mangled re¬ 
mains into the fea, had you no relenting ? 
Did not one tear drop from your eye, one 
figh efcape from your bread? Do you feel 
no relenting now? If you do not, you mud 
go on, till the meafure of your iniquities is 
full. Then will the great God deal with 
you, as you have dealt with them, and re¬ 
quire all their blood at your hands. And 
at that day it fhall be more tolerable for So¬ 
dom and Gomorrah than for you: But if 
your heart does relent; though in a fmall 
degree, know it is a call from the God of 
love. And to-day, if you hear his voice, 
harden not your heart—To-day refolve, 
God being your helper to efcape for your 
life—Regard not money : All that a man 
hath will he give for his life. Whatever 
you lofe, lofe not your Soul; nothing can 
countervail that lofs. Immediately quit the 
horrid trade: At all events be an honed 
man. 

This equally concerns every merchant 
who is engaged in the Slave-trade. It is 

you 
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you that induce the African villain to .fell 
his countrymen; and in order thereto, to 
Heal, rob, murder men, women and children 
without number: By enabling the Englilh 
villain to pay him for fo doing; whom you 
over pay for his execrable labour. It is your 
money, that is the fpring of all, that impow- 
ers him to go on, fo that whatever he or the 
African does in this matter, is all your adl 
and deed. And is your confcience quite re¬ 
conciled to this? Does it never reproach you 
at all? Has gold entirely blinded your eyes 
and ftupified your heart"? Can you fee, can 
you feel no harm therein? Is it doing as'you 
would be done to? Make the cafe your own. 

Mailer! (faid a Slave at Liverpool to the 
“ merchant that owned him) what if fome 
“ of my countrymen were to come here, 
“ and take away my miftrefs, and mailer 
“ Tommy and mailer Billy, and carry them 
“ into our country and make them Haves, 
44 how would you like it?” His anfwer was 
worthy of a man: 44 I will never buy a Have 
44 more while I live.” O let his refolution 
be yours! Have no more any part in this 
detellable bufinels. Inllantly leave it to 
thofe unfeeling wretches, 44 Who laugh at 
44 humanity and compallion.” 

And this equally concerns ever)’' Perfon 
who has an ellate in our American plantati¬ 
ons: Yea all Slave-holders of whatever rank 
and degree; feeing men buyers are exactly on 
a level with menllealers. Indeed you fay, 
44 I pay honeftly for my goods; and I am 

44 not 
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* £ not concerned to know how they are 
<c come by.” Nay, but you are: You are 
deeply concerned, to know that they are 
not ftolen: Otherwife you are partaker with 
a thief, and are not a jot honefter than him. 
But you know they are not honeftly come * 
by: You know they are procured by means 
nothing near fo innocent as packing of poc¬ 
kets, houfe breaking, or robbery upon the 
highway. You know they are procured 
by a deliberate feries of more complicated 
villainy, (of fraud, robbery and murder,) 
than was ever prafrifed either by Maho¬ 
metans or Pagans ; in particular by mur¬ 
ders of all kinds; by the blood of the inno¬ 
cent poured upon the ground like water. 
Now it is your money that pays the mer¬ 
chant, and thro’ him the captain and African 
butchers. You therefore are guilty: Yea, prin¬ 
cipally guilty, of all thefe frauds, robberies, 
and murders. You are the fpring that puts 
all the reft in motion; they would not ftir 

a ftep without you.-Therefore the blood 

of all thefe wretches, who die before their 
time, whether in their country or elfe where, 
lies upon your head. The blood of thy 
.brother, (for whether thou wilt believe it 
or no, fuch he is in the fight of him that 
made him) crieth againft thee from the 
earth, from the fliip and from the waters. 
O! what ever it coft, put a ftop to its cry, be¬ 
fore it be too late. Inftantly, at any price, 
were it the half of thy goods, deliver thyfelf 
from blood guiltinefs! Thy hands,, thy bed. 



( 8 ) 

thy furniture, thy houfe, thy land, are at 
prefent iiamed with blood. Surely it is 
enough ; accumulate no more guilt: Spill 
no more the blood of the innocent! Do not 
hire another to Ihed blood! Do not pay him 
for doing it! Whether thou art a chriftian 
or no, fhew thyfelf a man; be not more 
favage than a lion or a bear. 

Perhaps thou wilt fay, “ I do not buy any 
“ negroes: I only ufe thofe left me by my 
“ father. 5 * But is it enough to fatisfy yom 4 
own confcience! Had your father, have you, 
has any man living, a right to ufe another 
as a Have? It cannot be, even fctting revela¬ 
tion afide. It cannot be, that either war, 
or contract, can give any man, fuch a pro¬ 
perty in another as he has in his fheep and 
oxen: Much lefs is it pofiible, that any 
child of man, fliould ever be born a (lave. * 
Liberty is the right of every human crea¬ 
ture, as foon as he breathes the vital air. 
And no human law can deprive him of that 
right, which he derives from the law of 
nature. If therefore you have any regard 
to juftice, (to fay nothing of mercy, nor of 
the revealed law of God,) render unto all 
their due. Give liberty to whom liberty is 
due, that is to every child of man, to every 
partaker of human nature. Let none ferve 
you but by his own act and deed, by his own 
voluntary choice. Away with whips, chains 
and all compulfion. Be gentle towards all 
men. And fee that you invariably do unto 
every one, as you would he fhould do unto 
you. 
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Serious Reflections affectionately recommended 
to the Well-difpofcd of every Religious De¬ 
nomination , particularly tbofe who Mourn 
and Lament on account of the Calamities 
which attend us; and the infenfibility that 
fo generally prevails. 

I F People had never feen War kindled in 
a Country and between neighbouring 
Nations, they could hardly believe that men 
would be fo inattentive to the dictates of 
Reafon, the tender feelings of humanity and 
the more fublime nature and precepts of the 
Gofpel, * as deliberately to engage in battle 
for the dellrudtion of each other.. That 
loaded as men are with their own frailties 
and miferies,they fhouldinduftrioufly labour 
to encreafe them and contrive new ways for 
the ruin and daughter one of another. They 
have but a fhort and uncertain time to live, 
a work of the greateft importance to per¬ 
form, j- and yet will not fuller thofe awful 
moments to pafs away in peace. “ Wars, 

“ fays 

^ Mat. v. 44. Love your Enemies, blefs them that 
curie you; do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which defpitefuily ufe you and per- 
fscute you; that ye may be the Children of youw 
Father which is in Heaven. 
f Philip, ii. 12. Work out your own Salvation wit It. 
fear and trembling.—For what is a Man profited' 
if. he gain the whole world, and lofe his ownfouk 
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44 fays an ancient Father, are Spe&acles by 
44 which the devil doth cruelly fport with, 
44 Mankind.” And Bifhop Taylor well ob- 
ferves. 44 That as contrary as cruelty is to 
44 mercy; tyranny to charity, fois War-and 
44 Bloodfhed to theMeeknefs and Gentlenefs 
44 of the Chriftian Religion.” The apoftle 
James hath clearly anfwered the queftion 
with refpedt to the occafion of War chap. iv. 
j. 44 From whence come Wars andFight- 
44 ings amongft you? come they not hence 
44 even of your lulls?” How extreme then 
mull be that corruption which produces fo 
defperate an effect. It is now feveral years 
fince the hand of God has been lifted up in 
judgment; great diltrefs and fufferings have 
and ft ill do attend us; multitudes of our 
Fellow-men have been hurried into eternity, 
and yet the People do not appear humbled 
nor careful to inquire into the true caufe.. 
Sinners are chaftifed, and yet remain uncon¬ 
verted. Let us look no where elfe but in 
•urfelves for the caufe of our miferies; our 
Sins are our greateft Enemies and draw upon 
ns all the reft. We fight againfi thofe w'e 
efteem our Foes, and inftead of labouring^ 
to overcome our fins, we bafely, yield to 
their temptations, 

It is the Sighing and Supplications of the 
contrite hearted which God will hear, and 
when his anger is paffed over, He will re¬ 
member 
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memberhisformer mercies. Let us, beloved 1 . 
Brethren, not forget our profeffion as Chrif- 
tians: nor the bleihng promifcd by Chriit to- 
the Peace-makers, * but let ail fincercly ad- 
drefs our common Father for ability to pray, 
not for the deftru&ion of our Enemies, who 
are (till our Brethren, the Purchafe of our 
bleiTed Redeemer’s blood; but for an agree¬ 
ment with them. Not in order to indulge 
our pailions in the Gain and Delights of this 
vain World, and foraet that we are called to 
be as Pilgrims and Strangers in it; but that 
we may be more compofed and better fitted 
for the kingdom of God; that in the difpen- 
fations of his good pleafure he may grant us 
fuch a Peace, as may proveto theconfolation 
of the Church, as well as the Nation, and 
be on earth an image of the tranquillity of 
Heaven, j- 


A B 


* Mat. v. 9. BleiTed are the Peace-makers; for they 
fliall be called the Ch'ldren of God. 
f Our Saviour enjoins us to pray to our Father, 
Alat vi. 10. hy will be done on Earth, as it 
is done in Heaven—forgive us our Debts, as we 
forgive our Debtors. 
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A N eminent fervant of God, who had’ 
known deliverance from the dark 
powers, and experimentally felt the powers 
of the world to come, a few hours before 
his death, exprelfed himfelf in the following* 
words: 44 There is a fpirit which I feel, that 
44 delights to do no evil, nor to revenge any 
44 wrong, but delights to endure all things, 
44 in hopes to enjoy its own in die end; its 
44 hope is to outlive all wrath and contention, 
44 and to weary out all exaltation and cruelty 
44 or whatfoeyer is of a nature contrary to it- 
44 felf; it fees to the end cf all-temptations; 
it bears no evil itfelf, fo it conceives 


4 ' none in thought to any other; for it: 
44 groYmd and fpring is the mercies and for- 
44 givenefs of God; its crown is meeknefs; 
44 its life is everlafting love unfeigned, and 
44 takes its kingdom with intreaty, and not 
44 with contention, and keeps it bylowlinds- 


; of mind; in God alone it can rejoice, ; 


44 though none elfe regard it, or can own its 
44 life; ’tis conceived inforrow, and brought 
44 forth withcmt any to pity it, nor doth it 
44 murmur at grief and oppreffion; it never 
44 rejoiceth but through fufferings, for with 
44 the world’s joy it is murdered. I found it 
44 alone, being forfaken: I have feUowlhip 
44 therein with thofe that lived in dens and 
44 defolate places of the earth, who through 
44 death obtained refurredtion and eternal, 
« holy life.” ' 
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